
They didn't let their faith slip away. 
by Leslie Malek 

Cristero Martyrs  
Rev. Father Francisco Vera, an elderly 

priest, was executed by the Federal 
Police of Mexico firing squad for 

celebrating Mass. 1927. 

Viva Cristo Rey!  
Two words, "Viva Calles," -- Long 
live Calles, meant life or death for 

Mexicans starting in 1926. This 
was a public statement, required 
by the government, that meant, "I 

renounce the Catholic Faith." 
 

Catholics by the thousands 
refused. Instead, they declared, 
"Viva Cristo Rey!" -- Long live 

Christ the King!, and were 
condemned to the firing squad.  

 
Laws that already exist can be used by the government to persecute Christians. In Mexico, 
that's just what led to the Cristero uprising portrayed in For Greater Glory. This movie will 
rivet you to your seat.  

The death-dealing persecution of Faith in 
Mexico didn't begin in 1926 with Mexican 
Presidente Plutarco Elias Calles, the bad guy 
of the film. 
  
The persecution really began quietly in 1917 
when Marxist sympathizers achieved a 
reformation of the Mexican Constitution and 
incorporated anti-religious elements into the 
new Constitution. For 10 years, the anti-
religious elements of the Constitution were 
ignored by politicians because many of the 
elected officials who voted for the new 
Constitution didn't understand the measures 
that they made into law. -- "We won't know 
what's in it until we pass it."-- Other 

politicians and administrators supported only half-heartedly the anti-religious elements of the 
Constitution -- until 1926.   

In 1926, Calles became president. That's when a two- word statement, "Viva Calles," (Long 
live Calles), became for the next ten years all that a Mexican had to say to avoid the firing 
squad. But this public statement, required by the Mexican 
government of all citizens, was in fact designed to mean, "I 
accept the government, not the Catholic Faith, as the 
ultimate authority in my life." Tens of thousands of 
Cristeros refused, declaring instead, "Viva Cristo Rey," long 
live Christ the King, which guaranteed their death.  
 
President Calles was a rabidly anti-religious Marxist, hell 
bent on eliminating the practice of Faith in Mexico. He 
fanatically formulated anti-religious policies based on the 
authority of the new Constitution, he influenced the 
passage of anti-religious laws by the Mexican legislature, 
and he relentlessly persecuted anyone who resisted.  
  
With this in mind, consider three easy examples of how existing U.S. laws can be used to 
persecute Christians: the RICO laws, the anti-terrorist Patriot Act, and Obamacare. These 
laws were never intended to be applied to Christians, but twisted minds can do strange 
things. Think of the recent Health and Human Services Mandate. 
 

A PRIVATE SHOWING, FOR GREATER GLORY 
This coming Thursday, June 28th, 7:20 pm 

AMC Lennox Town Center 24 theater 
777 Kinnear Rd, Columbus, OH  43212 
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Come be inspired by young Jose' Sanchez del Rio ans his fellow Catholics who fought for the 
right to practice our Catholic faith in Mexico from 1926-1929.           
 
Bring your parish priest, your family, friends & fellow parishioners to support this worthy film and 
be truly inspired to defend our Catholic faith, as the Cristeros did in Mexico.   
 
Please click here to email ChrisDamo ASAP with your name and the number in your  party. We 
need 100 or more people to get a discounted price. 
 

+++ Viva Cristo Rey ! +++ 
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